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A. nationwide. survey waS conducted for the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting to determine school superintendents? planned! 
use and implementation of Instructional Television Fixed Service 


. (ITFS). Two hundred and fifty superintendants from 210 


randonly-selected school, districts with over 6,000 jenrolled pupils 


responded to a postal card questionnaire. Data was also rime’ ° 
size of district enrollment and current usage of in-class 
instructional television. Results showed that regardless of school 
district size, most school superintendents do not plan to use ITFS 
the near future because funds are not available or because present 
in-class television systems are satisfactory. Among the minority o 
superintendents who will operationalize ITFS, most plan tq do so 
within the next year. (Author/KP) 
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NATIONWIDE suRVEY’oF scHooL 
SUPERINTENDENTS, ON FUTURE 
UTILIZATION OF, THE INSTRUCTONA 
TELEVISION FIXED SERVICE 


) N 


A Research Report Submitted to 


‘ 


The Corporation for Public Broadcasting 


. 


o 


Barry M. Feinberg, Ph.D, 
Researth Associate 


Bureau of Social Science Research, Inc. 


_. 4$990°H Stree, NW.” 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


Hovenbile 15, 1976 


Thi's report describes the results of a nat.jionwide survey of 
schae sper nbendents conducted for the Corporation for Public Broad- — 
* casting by the Bureau of Social®Science Research, Inc.. The study's 
purpose was to gather information on super tngendents planned use 
of re Television Fixed Service (TFS) in their schoo! Re oe 
districts and on fe soon service would ‘begin. Those who planned 
not to use ITFS were asked to atve reasons. for fee dana so. For 
analytical purposes, data were also collected on size of{district 
enrollment and current wets of any kind of in-class instructional 
he ; - 


television. 
: “” 


As explainéd to the ipa eels in letters accompanying 


sft i 
the ca) ioe eae the information gathered in this survey is to be 


used jn planning the future use of ITFS as well as in preparation™ 
ah . 


for a wor Idwide conference on radio spectrum allocation to be held 


in 1979. 
‘ } . ° 
' - : e : pe \ 


Method.- The study was fielded during/the summer of 1976. 


At that time a nationwide sample of 310 school districts with over 


as 


6,000 enrolbed pupils was selected randomly by computer at the Research 
Department of the National Education Association in Washington. A 
| 


postal card questionnaire and first and second mailing coverihg letters 
~ . 


were drafted by BSSR in coordination with the Engineering and Research 


Development section at the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 


The first mailing of questionnaires took place on July 7. A 


. 


“ second follow-up mailing to those who did not respond to the first ‘ 


\ 
occurred on July 30. (See Appendix for samples of the questionnaire, 
\ 


covering letters and mailing envelopes.) All,mailings were first-class 


3. 


with postage stamps affixed. 


- 


: QQ? ; : 
- runs took place immediately thereafter. 


“By.the cut-off date for accepting questionnaires for ahalysis, 


| 2 


September 30, 250 superintendents had responded for a return rate of 
81 percent. (Table 1). The returns were stratified by enrol Iment 


size and compared to national enrollment figures, (Table 2). The 
. =m « 
data indicate a close cgrrespondence between sample and national en- 
; ' oN ; . . 
rollment statistics.. Given the high response rate and the sample's 


enrollment distribution cqmpared to national AUS data, the 


z ‘ 
superintendents ' PeSpOnsee maybe considered padiinnenbat ive of super - 


" intendent from the sniiblene abhioat Stetriens Silas enrollments of ~ 


‘ 


6,000 pupil@or more. 
Questionnaires were edited and, and transferred to computer 


cards for. processing during the early part of October. Computer 


= 
e 


a 


Findings .- The questionnaire posed the following five questions 


i to the superintendents: 


a 88 Ql. Do you have any‘Mlanssto use ITFS in your educa- 
ie ‘tional system? : 
¢ “ 
Yes f No ° Don't Know : 


Q2. if yes, how s00n? 2 
lyr. 2yrs. 3yrs More than 3 yrs. 


Q3. If no, is this because: 
\ 
_&. Funds are not available 
b. Present TV service is satisfactory 
c. In-class TV not desirable j 


d. Other +! 


TABLE | 


RESPONSE RATE 


Mailed Out 310 


Undeliverable 1 


Effective Base OI 


Returned 250 
* Return Rate 81%* 


*Two more questionnaires were received after the. 


cut-off date, boosting the return rate to 82%. > 

. ., ‘ ° e 
is 

TABLE 2 
on: vane ENROLLMENT SIZE 
. Q4. ‘What is the present enrol|ment in yourtfehoot | 
a district?" 5403 : 

Sample ‘ Nat ion* . 
» . A. Under 10,000 pupils eran ng “he Ta 
B. 10,06 - 30,000 98 39 732 47 
C. 30,001 - 100,000 26 ‘10 45 9 
D. over 100,000: @ bot 2 ao ae 2 
E. No Answer on ee > 


Total se 250 100:  —-'1,549 100% 


~  *Based on NEA Research Department estimate, October 1976. 


wrLess than } percent. 


So 


by : : 


mee m+ e+, 


Instructional Television Fixed Service in the foreseeable future in i 


their school districts. Six superintendents in ten say they definitely 


. 
~ 


oh. e 


. Q4. What’ is the present enrollment in your school district? 
ia i 
. @. Under 10,000 pupils 
b. 10,000 = 30,000° ~ 
¢. 30,001 - 100,000 
d. Over 100,000 


Q5. Do you presently uae any in-class television? 


Yes No : git 


Most supertntendents say they do not plan to use the 


i 
> 


7 


would not; about one-quarter do not know. (Table 3). na - 


. | TABLE 3 \ co ™. ) 
, ve 


PLANNED USE OF | 


3 . 
Ql. "Do you.have any plans to use ITFS in your ° ; 
educational system?'' P 


o 


Yes - 32 a cl , hen , 
no (153 6 | , 
Dorit Know _65 26. . 
° Total 250 * 100 . oe | * 

The- data suggest that school district size has little to do ‘ 

even whether a superintendent plans to use ITFS. “Regardless of the 

nunber of pupils seed athe out*of every ten suenintendent will 

not use ITFS or are undecided. There may be, however, a slight |ten- 

dency for superintendepts of larger districts -,30,000 and over + to % 


be more: inclined to use the service. (Table 4). 


* One finding stands\out quite clearly: Super ihtendents of | to 
: | ; Z 
school districts. which now \do not employ any kind of in-class instnuction- iv 
al television are even less motq vated to use ITFS than those who dbl. 
! } 
Eight of every ten superint ndents in the former group are against 
a a“ * i . ’ . + , , * ; : : . S 
" . \ - : on ‘ ; 6 : ‘ ; ¢ 
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TABLE 4 - | 
PLANNED USE OF ITFS BY ENROLLMENT SIZE AND CURRENT IN-CLASS TV = ° * 
; "Do you have any plans to use ITFS:in your educattional system?" 
; . ; Enrollment . . : a Present Use, of In-Class TV 
Total’ “Under © 10,000- 30,001- Over No. _ No 
ne ee eee 
Yes” 13% Hh Fe a: eC 
No 6. TT 6s f 60 62°. 50 - || 58 86 33 
Don't Know _26. pe | | ee mera p Oe 
Total 100 + AE 100 1D0 100 100 100 100 100 
"weg, fe.” pane ¢ 
j 4 
\ 
) : \ 


re. ; ’] = 7) b 


Cae 


ty ia 


. wy abs 
the service.in the future. About two in ten are undecided as well. (Table 4). 


* et, 


ASome 13 percent of al1“*superintendents say they will use ITFS, 
ere 


‘more among the larger districts. Of these, about one-third will 
. 1 , ® 


‘implement ‘the system during the next year and about one fifth in each 


e 


of the succeeding years. (Table-5). 
; 6 


TABLE 5. +, 
% = S ‘ 
‘ ESTIMATED YEAR OF 
UTILIZATION OF ITFS oe a, 
“O27 MLE ' how soon?"! | 
Q2. "If ‘yes ~. 
, : freq, _% 
Y * , dd yr. k . VW 34 Pe 
: . sg 2 yrs. \ 7 22 
‘3 yrs. 6 19. - 


“More. than 3 yrs. 7 22 
= Don't Know oa re | ‘ 
= Total 32 100 
The data Suggest further that superintendents from smaller 
districts are more likely to ie ITFS earlier than their counterparts 
in districts\with larger pea tnentes It must be noted that this 
finding is only sucgastive ofrutilization time frames since: the data 
are based on a small number of superintendent responses. (Table 6). 
‘Geary however, most superintendents are not planning to put 
ITFS into Operation\and funding problems are the main reason for not .# 
<doine so. About half. of chee supeiebendsats say "funds are not avail- 


x 
ablé'at this time. Most of the rest feel their present in-class tele- 


vision set-ups are satisfactory. Only a handful feel that any kind 


of in-class television is not desirable. (Table 7). 
¢ 


. 


° 


Total 
* a ‘ 
= 1 Yr. oe 
, 2 yrs. 22 
3 yrs. 19 
More than 
3 yrs. “wa ya 


Don't Know _ 3 


Total 100 


. '@? 


Under 
10,000 


nh 
36% 
27° 


10 


27 


TABLE 6 


ESTIMATED YEAR OF UTILIZATION OF’ ITFS BY ENROLLMENT $12 AND CURRENT~- @# 


IN-CLASS TV 
"IF 'yes',. how soon?! . ; 
| Ss 
Enrol Iment Present Use of In-class TV 
10,000-' 30,001- Over No 
31% 20% 50%. 100% | 33% 50% 
23 20 ot ts: og 
23 ho : : im. & a 
23: ° 20 50 - 23 50 e 
a ; rin. : : ; : 
prs pam he pee seat . 
100 -,100 100 100 100 =.100 ° 
| x f 
i» , 
- 
: 11 


-8- 
i 
; TABLE 7 
“ es ; ' REASONS FOR NOT - 
. s UTILIZING ITFS ; . 
Q3. "If “no! of ideale witout: Is this because..." 5 aM 
a a. freq. _% | 
A. Funds are not available,.. . ; F a 103 47 ; 
‘ B. Present T.V. service is satisfactory:.. 68 31 
: C. In-class T.V. not desirable... i : 6. 3 
D. Other reason... 28 13 
_E. Don't Know. .. 4 my 6 
7) Total "218 100 
; : » , 
7 : * 
; The data sthangis suggest that lack of binds is the main 
‘stumbling block for Seiseg Une asiieeponaraiews of the size of their : 
sehesl districts. The: problem appears especially acute among super - 
intendents from districts eek over 30,000 pug ie. rabies 8). 
. What stands out most clearly is that superintendents from 
_ school districts which now is not have any in-class ‘TV (16 pegcent, 
Table 9) are more likely to say they - not have funds for ITFS than , 
those who do presently take: advantage of some form of instruct ional 
Adeteutsten, About-seven of ten susarineshaents without television in 
their school districts claim funds are not available for ITFS while 
less : four of ten -,of those with television say they cannot af ford 
1TFS. Among the latter, almost 4s a say Fide ipenelbt TV service 


z is satisfactory. (Table 8). — i ows 


“Summary of Findings.- Most school superintendents do not plan 


to use the Instructional. Television Fixed Service in the near future - 


because funds are not availablé or because their present in-class tele-- 


° 


an ; i ya : 7 7 3 ; 


R. ead not 
available... 


Ly 
B, present v service 
. satisfactory..... 
. € 


C., In-class TV not 
+ -desirable..: 


Pon, 
~~ 


D. Other... 
_E. Don't Know... * i 


Total. 


TABLE 8": 


shepeehe FOR NOT UTILIZING ITFS BY: ENROLLMENT SIZE Pie CURRENT 
* IN-CLASS TV 


“NF 'no! or ‘don't wei is thts des 


Total © “Under 
1:0, 000- 


“tia 


“bP 


- 


2 


35 


- 100 * 


Enrollment 


10,000- - 


30,000 
(85 


ANS 


100 


30,001: . 
100,000 100;000 
i) an se 
1%: 50% 
2h SO 
Sal ge 
100 * 100 


Over 


, Present Use of In-Class TV 


Yes 


(101) 


No 
Answer 
68) ~(G) 
67% 67% 
5 a 
8 7 
3 “ 
ae 
100 


“100 |: 


14 


ee’, 
"TABLE 9 * " 
CURRENT USE OF . 5 
IN-CLASS TELEVISION” rail 


Q5. ‘Do you presently use any in-class television?! 


id 
freq. _% 
Yes 206 82 ae 
ote ge: 4 a 16 ‘ 
No A ‘ . : 7 
| o Answer . oe Le F 
: Totals — 7 250 100 , L 
ae 
vision systems are satisfactory. . w ‘. 


; ‘ td 
Lack of funds is the more important reasof among the super- 


tivendents regardless of the sizes of their school districts and is 
especially acute among the. larger districts. 

Lack of money for implementing ITFS ils a troublesome problem ; 
among sipar tnkendsate whose districts do not ndw use in-class TV. This 
may be the reason as well for not presently having. any instruct ional? 
television. i ae 

<7 


Among the minority of superintendents who say they will*opera- 


tionalize ITFS, a plurality will do so within the next year or so. 


rey 
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: a \"\ -12- ; 
~ +" : 
: \ Ra 
.! a ‘ ; 
a Postal Card Questionnaire - ; 


* = ; 
. 6 
 * i Pleage ciccle the correct answer: : ; \ ‘ : 


¢ ‘ J <8.s Go you Nive any plans to use IFS in your educegional systeu? = . 
: to 98 “WO. Bont Now . 
; es * X\ 2. 00 VES, how soon? ‘ 10.0 aves., “Syes., fore then 3ve8, 
Je Of 60, oF CONT KNOW, Is this becouse: * 
ra ‘I ©. Funds are not avaliable , 


+B.» Peesent TY service is, satisfactory 
c. in-class TV not desiradle 


a, 4. Other (plesse write wny : 
Ps ‘ "gy What Ie the present enrotleent in your school district? F 
Y ri @. Under 10,000 pupils 
a oc} ae b. 0,000 - 30,000" 
is : . / so €. 30,00! - 100,000 : 
i eee @. Over 100,009 ; ; e 
* * ae . $. Oo you present ly use any In-ciess selevision YES. no 
¢ al TWUK YOU! PLEASE MAIL CARD rook! 
, Vaoe F 8 A \ < 
~ ~~ - 
: ‘ 
, ! 
1 ° 


$ ‘ 
Bureau of Social Science Research, Inc. 
1990 M Street, N.W., Suite 700. . : 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
‘ 
4 ij cae 
Attention: Felnberg ar a 


XY. 


e ‘ ' “13- 


a a 
Bureau of Social Science Research, Inc. | 

199Q M Surcct, N.W., shingtton, D.C. 20036 
(202) 243-4300 en 


fr 


instruction to classrooms via the perenne Television Fixed $4 
' (1TFS). The results could have important implications for all edudators. 


As you may know, ITFS is a method of transmitting up to four \ 

simultaneous television channels from one central location to all sch 

-,{na district. The service was approved by the Federal Communications * 
Commission in 1963 to provide instructional television service to schoo 
districts without the need for costly buildings and towers, complicated \. 
equipment andyhighly trained: operational personnel. At this writing, “ 
ITFS is the only over-the-air. TV service available to school districts 
which permits: a wide variety of course materials to be sent to each 

» school simultaneously. 


Although it is impossible to fully explafm the iad service 
in this brief letter we ask that you please take a few :noments to answer 
the questions on the enclosed postal card and return it to us as soon 

as possible. Your district was randomly selected by computer and your 
responses will be used for she as tga parpgses only and not analyzed 
on:an individual basis. 


_ The survey results are to be used in planning the future use 

of the ITFS band, as well as in preparations for a worldwide conference | 
on the uses of the radio spectrum to be held in 1979. Since your question 
responses will ‘represent many others not included in. the sample it is 

most important that you return the brief questionnaire. If you have'any « 
questions about ‘the survey please feel free to contact me at BSSR, or 
Philip Rubin, Director of Engineering Research and Development at the 

- horporatisn: for Public Broadcasting here in Washington as 293- 6160) . 


Thank you very much for your cooperation, 


* ee y SIncerely yours, 


Barry M, Feinberg, Ph.D. 
- $tudy Director 
BMF: pk | ‘ 


(First Mailing Covering Letter) 


‘ ‘ -14- 


Bureau of Social Science Refcarch. Inc: 


4 | - 1990 M-SIrcel, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 . = 
: / ., * (202) 223-4300 " 
‘ = July 30, 1976. ° ame 
oe My > 
) , ) ; 
| eae / - 
| Dear School Superintendent:  . ‘ f 
ry . % = it 


As you nay remember from my letter’a few weeks ago, the Bureau ne 
of Social Science Research is conducting a survey for the Corporation 
| for Public Broadcasting on utilization of the Instructional Television 
» Fixed Service. The-results are to be used in future planning for ITFS 
-fi as well as in preparations for a worldwide conferénce on the uses of 
the radio spectrum to be held in 1979. 


; ' So far over 50 percent of the gchoal Sapehintandents in. the . 
survey have ‘returned completed questionnaires. Sinte each superinten- 
dent's responses represent many others not included in the sample, it 
| Is impor@nt that we get back as many questionnaires as possible. In 

case you have misplaced or lost the questionnaire form, we have enclosed 

another for your convenience. “Would you please take a few moments and 
fill it out. Remember, you district was randomly selected by computer 
» and your responses will be used for statistical purposes only. 


Y) : 
If you have any questions, contact Philip Rubin, Director df 

Engineering Research & Development at CPB (202-293-6160) or me at 

BSSR. at by 7 : 
y ; : 


~ 


; Sincerely yours, . ; & 


A Gb, 


Barry M. Feinberg, Ph. D. 


‘ » . \Study Djrector 
\ P. S. If you've already mailed the questionnaire, thanks again. 
ON sl 2 
:  BMF/as , 


(Second Mailing Covering Letter) 
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¢ Qutgotng Envelope 
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Bureau of Social Scienge Résearch, Inc. 
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